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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1 , 13, 14, 27-32, and 37-38 without prejudice. 

Please amend claims 2-3, 6-12, 15, 16, 17, and 33-36 pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.121 as follows. A marked up version of claims 2-12, 15, 16, 17, and 33-36 is 
enclosed. 


T — 


/ 


2. (Twice Amended) The shoe of claim fi, wherein the fabric 
material comprises a ground contacting surface and is free of contact with the first 


section. 



(Amended) A shoe comprising: 


upper; 


a lower attached to the upper; and 
an outsole attached to the lower, the outsole having a first section 
formed of a first material and including a ground contacting portion and a non- 
ground contacting portion and having a second section including an outer ground 
contacting layer formed of a fabric material, wherein the second section further 
includes a backing layeryormed of a thermoplastic material, the fabric material of 
the outer ground contacting layer being connected to the backing layer to define an 
integral assembly and wherein the backing layer is bonded to a base section of the 
non-ground contacting portiob of the first section by a fused bond at a boundary 
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zone between the packing layer and the base section such that the fabric material is 


a ground contacting surface. 


< \ i 

j&. (Amended) The shoe of claim^Q, wherein there is a gap 


between the fabric and the first material. 

/T. ^ (Amended) The shoe of claim fi, wherein the fabric material 
is a non-woven fabric materfel. 

r? 

JS 0 ! ' (Amended) The shoe of claim^, wherein the first material is 
selected from the group consisting of rubber materials and plastic materials. 


cT \ ' 

^r. * (Amended)! The shoe of claim ^, wherein the first material is a 
shape-retaining moldable thermoplastic material. 


Jj0? (Amended) \ The shoe of claim wherein a 
bottommost section of the fabric nAaterial and a bottommost section of first section 


are planar with respect to one another 


(0 

-^T. (Amended) 


material bulges outwardly from surrounYling portions of the first section of the 



/ 

e shoe of claim M, wherein the fabric 
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outsole so that the fabricNmaterial extends beyond a plane containing the ground 
contacting surface of said Jjurrounding portions. 

i\ \ i 

>27 (Amenofed) The shoe of claim wherein the second section 
occupies a portion of the grouncKcontacting surface which is greater than the first 


section. 


(Amended) 


A shoe outsole comprising: 


a fit 


kst section including a ground contacting portion and a non-ground 
contacting portion; and 

a second section including an outer ground contacting layer formed of 
a fabric material, wherein the second section includes a backing layer formed of a 
thermoplastic materiaJ and being connected to the fabric material to define an 
integral insert, wherein* the non-ground contacting portion of the first section 
includes at least one recessed section for receiving the insert, the backing layer 
being bonded to a base of the recessed section by a fused bond at a boundary zone 
between the backing layer \and the base so that the fabric material is a ground 
contacting surface. 


JKT (Amended) VThe outsole of claim >5*, wherein the backing 
layer and the first section comprise a material selected from the group consisting of 
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rubber materials and plastic materials. 

JrT? (Amended) The outsole of claim y&, wherein the 
second section occupies a portion of the ground contact surface which is greater 
than the first section. 


i 1 ? 


/ 


v3-3f. (Amended) "lthe shoe outsole of claim >5 r , wherein the 
non-ground contacting portion is qioldably attached to the backing layer. 

(Amended) Thd shoe outsole of claim y&, wherein the 
non-ground contacting portion of thq first section completely surrounds the fabric 
material. 

(Amended) The snoe outsole of claim wherein there 
is a gap between a perimeter edge of tl\e fabric material and the non-ground 
contacting portion of the first section. 

(Amended) The shoeputsole of claim wherein the 
fabric material occupies more than 50% of ^ ground contacting surface of the 
outsole. 
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>9. (Newly Added) A shoe comprising: 
upper; 

a lower attached to the upper; and 
an outsole formed of a first material and having a first face attached to 

v 

the lower and a second face defining a ground contacting surface, the second face 
having at least one recessed section for receiving at least one insert, each insert 
being formed of a thermoplastic backing layer and an outer ground contacting layer 
that is formed of a fabric material which is integrally attached to the backing layer, 
wherein the backing layer and the first material are moldably attached in a softened 
state to form a unitary oiitsole construction with the fabric material defining a 
ground contacting surfaceX 


>KX (NewlyVAdded) The shoe of claim £@f, wherein the first 
material comprises a thermoplastic material. 

j V 'j 

4T. (Newly Added) The shoe of claim 397 wherein the backing 
layer is attached to the first material along at least a base floor of the recessed 
section by a fused bond. 

^ \ 

(Newly Added) The shoe of claim 3^Twherein the fabric 
material occupies more than 50% of the entire ground contacting surface of the 
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